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Complying with, and teaching young people about, copyright in an educational setting often feels burdensome. That's
because copyright laws were not designed to facilitate the sort of sharing and collaborating that has become widespread in
the digital age. The innovative nonprofit organization Creative Commons turns the process around, making the concept of
protecting and sharing work online not onerous, but positive. We asked Ahrash Bissell, Executive Director of Creative
Commons ccLearn division, for a primer:

Q: Why should educator s care about the Creative Commons label?

A: Creative Commons licenses legalize the sharing of content—something we do on the Internet every day whether we're
aware of it or not. Instead of reserving al rights to one's work, which is the default in copyright law, Creative Commons
licensing makes it easy for an owner to reserve some rights while making the work available for othersto use and enhance.
The creativecommons.org Web site offers free, easily understandable, machine-readable licenses. By putting a CC license
on your work, you are allowing people to share it easily with others and, at the same time, outlining the ways in which you
want to be given credit. You are saying, "l would like acknowledgment but | am offering this to the world to help others. If
you find away to make it better, feel freeto do so." It'savery different take on copyright, and makes so much more sense
today.

Q: What isccLearn?

A: ccLearnisadivision of Creative Commons focused on minimizing the legal, technical, and socia barriers to sharing and
reuse of educational materials. We are dedicated to supporting open learning and "open educational resources' (OER) and
changing the culture of education so that teacher practices (pedagogies) become more transparent and effective.

One project we are working on is an education-specific search tool. Traditional education sites feature sets of educational
tools pulled together in one place online—a silo. The alternative isto label educational objects located all over the Internet
with a set of shared attributes and allow them all to be accessed through a customized search engine. It's a much more
powerful way to do it and opens up aworld of possibilities. We aready have many examples on the Internet of tagging
using key words. Creative Commons takes it one step further, avoiding language barriers with machine-readable code that
makes it easy for search tools to locate resources sharing a particular license. Now we want to add more information to
those machine-readabl e |abel s—information of particular interest to educators. For example, we're encouraging the creators
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of open educational materials to label them by grade level, subject area, language in which the material iswritten, and so
forth.

Q: How focused are you on younger learners and the concer ns K-12 schools have about protecting students from
inappropriate materials?

A: About 1/3 of the educators interested in ccLearn today are involved in K-12 education. Although we're not prescreening
or hand-selecting specific sites, in order to be found by our search engine, education materials need to be "curated'—
meaning they need to have a company or organization vouching for them. The information about any curator is highly
visible and, in searching, you have the ability to include only curators you know and trust or exclude those you don't trust.
Ideally you might end up with a situation where a given school could have its own entryway to the archive, with a
customized interface and afilter that selected certain age levels or state standards.

Q: If all educational materialsin the future are open and free, how will educational content providersbereimbursed
for their expertise and their work?

A: Many people mistakenly accuse CC of being antibusiness, based on the fact that we make it legally possible for people
to do the things that the Internet enables, rather than making criminals of us all. Fortunately, there are many businesses that
realize that times are changing and they had better start thinking of ways to adapt and take advantage of the new
opportunities.

John Seely Brown has said that, rather than operating an economy based on presumptions of scarcity, we need to build
economies based on presumptions of abundance.

If the actual monetization component of a business model comes down to facilitating distribution, under the premise that
organizations and individuals would not otherwise get the materials and are therefore willing to pay for access, then they
arein trouble. The Internet will continue to eat away at the logic of the distribution businesses.

But | believe that there are ways in which educational providers can evolve to meet their bottom lines while still delivering
high-quality content for educational contexts. In the case of an open textbook, for example, government grant funding
might go into the creation of the resource. Then companies might charge for value-added services such as study aids for
students or professional development or supplementary video.
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